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Tom, T TOLD N
YoU TO PLEASE PUT I

7oM, PUT

YOLR 6HOES
ON NOW! WE'RE
RUNNING LATE!

OH MY ST,
GOp! THAT's M
: HERY!
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EXTRA STAFF ON
FOR NEXT WEEK




el ==
HE REFUSES TO
SHARE ANY OF THE
TOYE AND ALTHOLIGH
HE /8 LIKEABLE, THE
OTHER CHILPREN ARE
BCAREPD TO PLAY OR
INTERACT WITH HIM,

| v P im
| 7 For rmas, He
WON'T LOOK AT ME.

4 WITH TOMW'S MUm, ."."‘
CASSANDPRA, Hinilh

HE NEVER TALKS TO THE OTHER
KIPS. HE JUST SCREAMS OR PULLS THEIR
HAIR. WERE GETTING MORE COMPLAINTS

FROM THE OTHER PARENTS.




CASSANDRA, IT'S
ABOUT TOM. HE'S A

NOTICER A LOT OF
BEHAYIOURAL I1SSUES
WITH HIM THAT REQUIRE

EXTRA ATTENTION

" THERE'S NUTHIN'

LINFORTUNATELY;

WE PON'T HAVE THE \
RESOURCES TO GIVE TOM
THE SUPPORT HE NEEDPS.
I'M NOT SURE HOW LONG

WE WILL BE ABLE TO - —

ERE. * = I'M SORRY;
— CASSANPRA,
IT'e NOT ONLY

a5

WRONG WITH m! you |/ ke EE | HAVE COMPLAINED
HEARZ NUTHIN' ¥ e \ k) ABOUT 70M

= /

I'M TRYIN' TO PO

N

" THE RIGHT THING, HOLPIN'

POWN A JOB AND MAKIN' A
BETTER FU/TLRE FOR TOM
ANDP ME. ANDP THEN ALL You
PO 15 JUST KICK US IN THE

GUTS ANP THROW LS OUT

L LIKE ALL THE OTHERS.

S0\

I PON'T

KNOW WHY WERE ||
BEING 7REATEL |8

THIS WAY.

W

I'M SORRY;
CASSANDRA BUT AS
CENTRE MANAGER; I HAVE
A PUTY OF CARE TO PRCTECT
THE SAFETY OF THE OTHER CHILIPREN
WHO USE THE CENTRE. UNTIL WE
HAVE THE RIGHT SUPPORTS IN
PLACE, TOM WON'T BE
ABLE TO ATTEND.

PLEASE TA
THIS CARP ABOUT

d A LOCAL ABOR/GINAL

PARENT SUPPORT

PROGRAM. T'M SURE

THEY CAN HELP You
FIND A SOLUTION.
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I'M AN HOUR
5| ( LATE. JEFF |15 GONNA
BE SPEWIN'*
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I'M 6ORRY TOO,
CASSANDPRA. IT'S STILL
YOUR FIRET WEEK ANP YOU'VE
BEEN LATE A COUPLE OF TIMES

| HAVE TO LET You
gw\ GO, T'M AFRAID.
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> THINGS AREN'T !;v!.
WORKIN' OUT AT &&v
AAS

F= THE DAY CARE CENTRE, [ A
EITHER. I PON'T KNOW ﬁg : ) THERE'S NUTHIN'
WHAT TO PO% =T / WRONG WITH TOM!

= YOU'RE JUST AS BAD |\
f W\ As svERYBOLY
|3 - 1 e . ¢ ._

v

\

e \ : ‘ - =l | RERRRRR! ) I
& - ! g et S <3 WELL, , -
i ‘“f? , A BUB. TOM /5 - .
5 zZ Y : - A CIFEFERENT A =3 wilf - O
& ' . S | 7an orHER i ) PR |
iy sy ] ﬁ K28, f J L , = .fl T
-5, . ., ’ : : ..‘

= -

Qs

A

R




ESTHER,; CAN
YOoU TRY ON THIS
JUMPER FOR ME;

o

MAAM. WHAT CAN T

HELP YOou WITH LOOKING FOR A PLAIN

8 BLUE JUMPER FOR MY
Z DAUGHTER, ESTHER.

[ —— I PON'T o=
| g | LIKE IT. T WANT |8
.--I- : ==\ THE REP ONE.
— HAVE HER 21ZE )

IN REP.

NO; THANKS.

W SHE HAS TO HAVE
d THE BLUE ONE. IT'S
A FOR HER SCHOOL

UNIFORM.

ey

SWEETIE, WE } ‘
NEED TO GET THE I
i BLUE JUMPER FOR  \ o
6CHOOL. WE'VE GOT NO

CHOICE. IF YOU GET
THE BLUE TOP MAYBE
WE CAN BUY You
SOME &HOES?Z




WE'LL TAKE
THESE TOO;
THANKS

YA GOT NEW
SHOES, 6|6% THEY
LOOK PEADLY*.
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ESTHER,
YA GONNA SHOW
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You Just
KNOW, WHYZ You
GOT SOMECNE
SPECIALZ

EMMAZ HOW N\ '

PO You KNOW |F You
LIKE SOMEONE?

¥ MAYBE WHEN
WE GET HOME
WE CAN ASK MUM
ANDP DPADP HOW
THEY FIRST
MET; HEY?Z
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THAT GIRL ON
THE EWINGZ
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: $ ABOY OE

- KEEPS LOOKIN' AT ME.
T BET HE LIKES
B, VY SHOES. &
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Hi; I'M EMMA,
ESTHER'S OLPER

T'MALEX. T N
WAS JUST HELPING

W ESTHER! TELL
| MUM AND DAD WHAT
HAPPENED TODAYZ

FPa bl ] |



GIRLS, WE HAVE COME
A LONG WAy, JUPE.
ESPECIALLY WITH OUR

YOUNGEST, ESTHER. ¢

BABE,
YOUu oKAY#

i 1

/T8 THANKS TO ALL THE
HARPD YARPS YoU PIz WITH
ESTHER FROM LAY ONE.,

T e
WHEN YOI REALISED ESTHER HALP

DIFFICULTIES YOU TOOK HER TO THE

POCTOR ANZ GOT A REFERRAL.
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| you rook HER To AN | v ud e

[ octiirnd Tissn f e Ft Go Hhp
R T'"":—" i
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YOU EVEN TOOK HER TO A SPEECH ! J.l Kk LI Mm NN
THERAF/ST* ANP GAVE THE NOTES ——
7O ESTHER'S 5CHOOL TEACHER., [ i Fr

! [ AU LN Y I SEE, FROM THE
- : 35 W SPEECH THERAPIST'S
REPCRT, THAT ESTHER
IS LEARNING TO START A
CONVERSATION. WE'VE
NOTICED A GREAT
\ IMPROVEMENT TOO!

XSOMEONE WHO CAN HELP CHILPREN ‘
N | ane azirs FuLLy RaRTICIPATE IN EVERYEAY |
| LIFE BY SUPPORTING THE WAY THEY COPE ANE
INTERACT WITH THE ENVIRONMENT:

| /7 was £as/er For EsTHER ==
AT SCHOOL BECALISE YoU ,r \‘“_'_Z
anp estHers THERAPIsTs PN

3

WORKED TOGETHER AND _ *SOMEONE WHO CAN HELP ' S
SHARED INFORMATION. o || CHILEREN ANZ ABLLTS COPE WITH THE S e
— — 5 ¥ | 158uES RELATED TO coMMUNICATION, 7N
. ¥ e LANGUAGE ANP SOCIALISATION.

it

= [—L ik
& ALL THOSE

YEARS... ALL

I sHOULP HAVE
BROKEN THE TASK DOWN "<&
INTO MANAGEASLE BITS )
FOR ESTHER; AS IT SAYS
HERE IN HER PRCFILE. _4

- 1 ._




IT REALLY
FREAKS ME OUT
ANP T DPON'T KNOW
HOW TO REACT.

SOMETIMES T HAVE
I THE RAPIO ON ANP MY
..“'..! PAUGHTER,; JARELLE;
JUST SCREAMS.

WE HAP THE
i 5AME PROBLEM WITH
OUR SON,; WES. CERTAIN
B\ TYPES OF NOISE WOULDP
JUST SET HIM OFF.




ANYONE ELSE LIKE
TO GHARE?

=
YES, I WOULPD LIKE

TO SHARE. PECPLE 'VE
BEEN TELLIN' ME THERE'S
SOMETHIN' WRONG WITH MY
SON TOMW'S BEHAVIOUR, |T

UPSETS ME A LOT,
I'M NOT SURE IF 7
T’ TRUE OR IF EVERYONE [
16 JUST OUT TO SRLASH NEsw
ANOTHER SINGLE MUM. )

'_,_'. ’. # . B

i BUT LISTENING TO YOU N\
TALK ABCUT ALL YOUR KIPS
MAKES ME FEEL SOMEBOPRY

'8 O \ ELSE KNOWS WHAT I'M GOIN' J
| \3\‘{ D THROUGH WITH Tom! _£

THIS 1S THE
FIRST TIME IN MY
LIFE THAT I PON'T

FEEL ALONE!
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THE FOLLOWING LAY, BLACKFERN
 ABORIGINAL MELICAL CENTRE
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ESTHER'S .
LOCKING AT V '
I
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IT'6 ESTHER!
BUT SHE'S WITH

HER MUM. YOUR NAMEZ

} i ]
- l = i a St [ )
Z
. I'M ESTHER'S
/ MUM, JUPY, WHAT'S

”
‘A

|
o

THAT; ESTHER?Z
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HI; EMMA! 1
I JUST SAW 1l
3 ESTHER! y [

s il )| % ESTHER'S YEAH, THAT'S
ALEX, YO VO PG RS  BOYFRIEND WILL NEED OKAY. MY BROTHER
' T a0 TO BE UNPERSTANPING; :
! DAVID 16 SPECIAL TOO.
RESPONSIBLE, AND SENSITIVE | I8 ol g el
NOT TO TAKE ADVANTAGE ﬁ\ S MO
OF HER! WHOEVER il
HE may BE. "léﬂﬁ v
Do T
YOU MEAN
\SPECIALF

W
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I'M HEADIN' Y
1O THE BEACH [
WITH TRaV! A

=Y  COMING
TO THE PARK;

g o ; ALEX HERE HAS
;‘5,‘,’*,,‘;*5@22 f . INVITED US ALL TO
: T GO TO THE BEACH
ON SATURDAY.




WELL, IT
COULP HAVE
HAPPENED
| SOMETHING
\ LIKE THIS. .,

MURRABRI! YOUR
WEAVING 15 EXCELLENT.

m NEXT; I WILL SHOW You

A SECRET... HOW TO
MAKE SPECIAL
SHOES!

<

A BOY...
I'LL CALL HIM
MLYRRABR/!

I LIKE GALZAITCHA,

HE'S LIKE THE FATHER
L NEVER..

(@) (&



15 YOUR
SPIRIT TROUBLEDR,
WINPRADPYNEZ

GIVEN ME A SON,; MURRABRI,
WHO CAN'T TALK! A USELESS
SON WHO WEAVES LIKE A
WoMAN ALL DAY

AT LEAST MY SECOND
WIFE,; BIPPY; HAS GIVEN
ME 7We SONS I CAN BE
PROUDP OF. THEY CAN TAKE PART
IN THE CORROBOREE AT
ERAMABIE NEXT WEEK,
MURRABRI CANNOT.
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X4 TRAL/TIONAL GATHERING THAT WAS MAPE POSSIBLE BY A SEASONAL ABUNCANCE OF NATIVE FOOPS WHERE

MEETINGE COULL BE HELD BETWEEN THE CLAN GROUPS ALLOWING FOR THE HEARING OF GRIEVANCES, PASSING OF

TUPGEMENTE; TRAPE ANP THE EXCHANGE OF GIFTS; STORYTELLING; CULTURE ANP LORE; MARRIAGE ARRANGEMENTS,
MELICINE ANE HEALING; BANCING; ANP PIECLSSIONS ABOUT THE MOVEMENT OF GAME ANP FOOL SOURCES,

I'P GIVE MY
. » WHOLE CLAN %
5| GRrOUP FOR A
\ DECENT PAIR

HE WEARS THE
COLDP-FACE PROUPLY LIKE
A HEACMAN, PRETENDPING
Hi& 6HOE 16 STILL FULL OF J

PIGNITY! A4/ A4S

I HEARDP THAT A
ROCK FELL CON HIS TCE.
NOW IT'& 60 SWOLLEN, HE
EHOEZ HE'S CUT OFF [ CUT A HOLE IN HIS SHOE

THE END FOR HIs [\ s TO STOFP THE PAIN.

BIG TOE! N\

WHAT'S WRONG N
WITH WINPRAPYNE'S

THIS 16
EMBARRASSING ,

FOR ME, WITH A
HOLE IN MY ) / X
HOE. g Y




1 N »p"
% WINDRAZYNE,

Yy [ MY HUSBAND! HERE ' e
: I 1 YOUR SHOE WEAVER! ! -
| YOUR OWN Sow,
MURRABRI!

3 ‘ MURRABRI, YOU HAVE 2P =7
; A PADPDLED YOUR CANOE iy
VTl ACROSS THE TWO RIVERS |28
OF My EMBARRASSMENT AND
MY INTOLERANCE. WELCOME
TO THE FAMILY: SON!

TO BAIAME AND &
SEE TWO CROWS

GIVING WAY TO
AN EAGLE.

; - ‘ ; » BOCHOO! I'M 50
) ' f ¥/ B (" HAPPY HE'S A/MALLY
'r \ ‘ |\ ACCEPTED MURRABRI!




THANKS,
DAD. THAT WAS
GREAT, CAN I USE |
SOME OF IT FOR |

YEP:

| you Go For EENER

IT EMMAL

AND THEY
LIVED HAPPILY
EVER AFTER. J

HEY ALEX!
CHECK THIS WAVE

THAT'S cocL., &
I'M JUST WATCHIN'
ESTHER,




The views expressed in this resource
do not necessarily represent the views
of the Australian Government or the
Department of Education and Training.

For more information about Autism please visit:
www.positivepartnerships.com.au
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We would like to thank the following talented people for their assistance in developing the
storyline: Angelica Gordon, Wilma Edwards, Cassandra Bell, Anita Weldon, Christina Lever, Ann

Weldon and Katherine Hookey.
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